Part 1, {Shako

The Regimental cap or shako replaced the “cocked hat {tricorn}”
for Other Ranks around 1800. The 1802 Clothing Regulations for
the British Army state,

“Caps made of Felt and Leather with a Brass Plates, Cockade and Tuft
(conformable to a Pattern left at the Controller Office for Army Accounts) to
be Worn, instead of Hats, by the Non-Commissioned Officers, Drummers,
Fifers and Privates of the Guards and be every Description of Corps of
Infantry, excepting the Highland Corps, who are, when in Europe, N.
America, to continue to wear

the Highland Bonnet, but when in the East and West Indies, are to wear the
Felt Caps similar to other Regiments ”.

The clothing warrant for the 95" Rifles from the Dublin Records
Office confirms that,

"...each Sergeant, Corporal, Drummer (bugler), and Private Man shall have..
A Cap, cockade and tuft as above specified (viz., A Cap made of Felt and
Leather with Brass plates Cockade and Tuft conformable to a pattern
approved by Us, the felt crown of the cap and Tuft to be supplied annually,
the leather part and Brass plate and the leather cockade every two years.)"
Clothing Warrant 1801 from Book of Entries, Military and Martial

Affairs, 1801 i.e.3.59. Record Office. Dublin. Reproduced in
History of The Rifle Brigade, Verner, vol.l p.42

Although some early examples appeared to have been from made
from lacquered canvas or leather, by 1806 only a felt cap is referred
to in any documents.
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